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The Committee of Visitors (COV) for the Engineering Education and Centers Division met at the National Science Foundation on March 12-14, 2001.  On behalf of the committee I am pleased to submit the attached report that is based on that meeting.


The COV concluded that the EEC has been successful in meeting its process and management responsibilities and its strategic outcomes goals with respect to people, ideas, and tools.  Programs funded by the EEC are indeed producing a diverse and competitive workforce of scientists, engineers, and well-prepared citizens; are connected to learning, innovation, and service to society; and are providing broadly accessible, state-of-the-art information bases and shared research and education tools.


In order to improve proposal submission, review, and funding processes, the COV recommends clearer definitions of some terms and requirements, enlargement and increased diversification of the reviewer pool, and the use of templates to emphasize requirements and to improve the ability of reviewers to determine the extent to which requirements are met.  The use of objective, well-defined measures should be emphasized without adding unnecessary burdens to potential investigators.


Important areas for future study by the EEC include the role of distance education in research and funding, the composition and role of EEC in the next decade, and the long-term impact of coalitions and centers on systemic reform and on society as a whole.  Suggested improvements for the COV process, including clarification of roles and expectations prior to, during, and after the meeting are presented in our report.


The value of the support provided by EEC staff cannot be overstated.  They provided materials in a timely manner, they provided background information whenever we requested, and at all times were friendly, courteous, and professional in their interactions with us.  Similarly, I commend the COV members for the thoroughness of their efforts and their sincere commitment to the evaluation of a large number of important programs funded by EEC.


All of us on the COV are pleased to have had this opportunity to participate in this important activity, and I hope you will call on me or any member of the COV if you need additional information.

